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The growing trend of 
mixed-use develop-
ment provides us with 

an incredible opportunity to 
improve our cities through 
architecture that engages peo-
ple with their surroundings 
and enhances the fabric of the 
community. Successful mixed-
use projects require architecture 
that draws people to a destina-
tion, creating an excitement of 
the place and enlivening the 
city. Mixed-use projects are just 
that – they offer a variety of 
spaces to meet the needs of dif-
ferent (or mixed) user groups, 
with spaces located within one 
building or development. 

These projects can include 
parts or a combination of spac-
es often found in standalone 
projects, including office, resi-
dential, retail/entertainment 
and hotel. The commonality 
found in most, if not all, mixed-
use projects is the inclusion of 
retail/restaurant/entertain-
ment space, which typically 
occurs at the street level. Cafes, 
shops and entertainment ven-
ues become the attraction that 
encourages people, families, 
and friends to gather together, 
interact with one another and 
enjoy the liveliness of the space 
and the city. 

Creative architecture grabs 
the attention of the pedestrian 

through geo-
metric varia-
tion, the play 
of light and 
by creating 
an intrigue 
about what 
lies within. 
The texture 
of the street 
is an inviting 
place, allow-
ing for much 
excitement 
and creating 
a continuing 

urban landscape as varied as 
the city itself. Along this face 
the building can create wonder-
ful images of color and light, 
bringing attention to the devel-
opment and a life that extends 
beyond the static use of office or 
residential. It is exciting bring-
ing together a combination of 
uses that can result in a place 
that is vibrant at all hours of 
the day, from early morning 
coffee, to efficient and inspiring 
places to work, to relaxation 
and enjoyment of the building’s 
amenities after work. 

Global and Local
No building exists in isolation. 

Because of their scale, mixed-use 
projects offer a chance for design 
to have a global impact in a way 
other, typical projects may not. 

The design impact is not lim-
ited to the site. Progressive city 
leaders realize the value good 
mixed-use design brings to the 
community as a whole. 

For a maximum return on 
investment, developers should 
team with architects that have 
a global view of design – from 
the macro to the micro, from 
30,000 feet all the way down to 
the entrance on the street (the 
building corner, the geometry 
of the street level) – to result in a 
more valuable project for them 
and a project that enriches the 
community for everyone. An 
understanding of a building’s 
impact on its street corner, its 
block, the neighborhood and 
the entire city, both at present 
and in the future, results in a 
design that makes the project 
more successful on every level, 
from the pedestrian encounter-
ing the building on the street, to 
the impact on the city skyline. 
Enlightened owners understand 
the value of this approach. They 
realize attention can be brought 
to their building with the right 
architectural approach, result-
ing in a vibrant and success-
ful development, a place where 
people want to be. The project 
becomes a draw for the entire 
neighborhood, an asset to the 
community. 

Sustainability
Mixed-use projects offer a 

chance to create both building 
and community amenities that 
provide a sustainable return. 
One recent mixed-use project 
that we designed for a 22-story 
tower at 18th and Larimer 
streets includes a green roof 
over the parking podium. Not 
only does the green roof pro-
vide a plaza level respite and 
sense of relief for the occupants 
exiting the building, but also it 
mitigates what may otherwise 
be a harsh view of cars or a typi-
cal parking garage roof from the 
surrounding towers. The added 
benefit is that the green roof 
helps manage storm water and 
minimizes heat-island effect. 

The competition for attention 
is incredible in the 21st century. 
Take a look around at how peo-
ple interact with the spaces they 
encounter, they’re not walking 
around craning their necks up at 
towers, they are looking around 
and in front of them at eye 
level. It’s been proven through 
studies that people will walk as 
quickly as possible past a plain, 
boring façade, not even notic-
ing what may lie within. By 
incorporating architecture that 
has varied geometry, texture, 
color and light, a designed and 
thoughtful place in the city will 
engage your audience. s
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